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epistolary composition, by beginning with "Damned
Sir," and ending, "Believe me, Sir, yours with disgust,
etc.;" but certainly the performance was such that no
intercourse took place between the parties for some
weeks, or perhaps months, afterwards. The letter in
which Hogg at length solicits a renewal of kindliness
says nothing, it may be observed, of the circumstance
which, according to his autobiography, confirmed by the
recollection of two friends, whom he names in the letter
itself (Mr. John Grieve and Mr. William Laidlaw), had
really caused him to repent of his suspicions, and their
outrageous expression. The fact was, that hearing,
shortly after the receipt of the offensive epistle, that
Hogg was confined to his lodgings, in an obscure alley
of Edinburgh, called Gabriel's Eoad, by a dangerous
illness, Scott called on Mr. Grieve to make inquiries
about Mm, and to offer.to take on himself the expenses
of the best medical attendance. He had, however, cau-
tioned the worthy hatter that no hint of this offer must
reach Hogg; and, in consequence, it might perhaps be
the Shepherd's feeling at the time that he should not, in
addressing his lifelong benefactor, betray any acquaint-
ance with this recent interference on his behalf. There
can be no doubt, however, that he obeyed the genuine
dictates of his better nature when he penned this apolo-
getic effusion: —
TO WALTER SCOTT,  ESQ.,  CASTLE STREET.
gabriel's eoad, February 28, 1815.
mr. scott, — I think it is great nonsense for two men who
are friends at heart, and who ever must he so, — indeed it is
not in the nature of things that they can he otherwise, — should
he professed enemies.
Mr, Grieve and Mr. Laidlaw, who were very severe on me,
and to whom I was ohliged to show your letter, have long ago
convinced me that I mistook part of itr and that it was not me
you held in such contempt, but the opinion of the public. The

